
Hymns and Readings for Sunday 3rd December 2023 
26th Sunday after Pentecost  The Holy Prophet Zephaniah 
 

THE HOURS 
 

TROPARIA AND KONTAKION AT BOTH HOURS 
Troparia: Resurrection; Glory … Prophet Zephaniah; Both now … From the Horologion 
Kontakion: Resurrection 
 

 

THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

TYPICAL PSALMS AND BEATITUDES 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, save 
us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

TROPARIA & KONTAKIA 
Troparion of the Resurrection in Tone 1  [Music on website / Green Book page 2] 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 
Thou didst rise on the third day, O Saviour,  
granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: 
“Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Thy Kingdom!// 
Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind!” 
 

Troparion of Saint Chad in Tone 2   [Music in Folder] 
As a Bishop thou gavest thyself 
to preaching the truth and the purity of the Church. 
Thou didst shine forth as an example of humility and holiness; 
studying the Scriptures, thou tookest care to follow the Word. 
Pray for thy children, O Holy Father Chad, 
that we too may follow Christ,// 
and be found worthy to partake of the nature of God. 
 

Troparion of the Prophet Zephaniah in Tone 2 [Music on website / Sheet] 
We celebrate the memory 
of Thy prophet Zephaniah, O Lord; 
through him we beseech Thee:// 
“Save our souls!” 
 

Kontakion of the Resurrection in Tone 1  [Music on website / Green Book page 3] 
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, 
raising the world with Thyself. 
Human nature praises Thee as God, for death has vanished. 
Adam exults, O Master! 
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee:// 
“Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!” 
 

Kontakion of Saint Chad in Tone 2   [Music in Folder] 
When thou wast praying to Christ, O venerable Chad 
the choir of the angels came to call thee to thy reward. 
Then thou wast summoned to share 
in the Thrice Holy song with the seraphim. 
Pray thou that we may live 
as icons of the cherubim// 
rejoicing before the Trinity, the Giver of life. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 

Kontakion of the Prophet Zephaniah in Tone 4 [Music on website / Sheet] 
Thou hast been revealed by the Spirit of God to be brilliant, Prophet Zephaniah, 
for thou didst proclaim the coming of God: 
“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
Proclaim Him, O Jerusalem!// 
Behold, your King is coming to save mankind!” 
 

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians in Tone 6  [Music on website / Folder] 
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, 
Constant advocate before the Creator, 
despise not the cry of us sinners, 
but in thy goodness 
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. 
Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos,// 
for thou dost ever protect those who honour thee. 
 

 

THE TRISAGION 
 

PROKEIMENON 
Reader:  The Prokeimenon in the First Tone. 
Reader: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee! 
Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee! 
Reader: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just! 
Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee! 
Reader: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us 
Choir: as we have set our hope on Thee! 
 

EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Ephesians. 
Ye Brethren: Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but 
when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” 
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all 
your heart.              [Ephesians 5:8b-19] 
 

ALLELUIA 
Priest: Peace be to thee that readest, and to all the people. 
Reader: And to thy spirit. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Reader: God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.  
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Reader: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, and 

his seed forever. 
Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
At that time: As Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; and hearing 
a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And 
he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him 



to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and 
commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your 
faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and 
all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.                  [Luke 18:35-43] 
 

 

ZADOSTOYNIK 
It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos,  
ever blessed and most pure, and the Mother of our God.  
More honourable than the Cherubim,  
and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim:  
without defilement thou gavest birth to God the Word:  
true Theotokos, we magnify thee! 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 
“We have seen the True Light …” etc., as usual. 


